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Returning to Business                                                          Issue 8: 15 July 2020                                   
To demonstrate the sterling work that the Province has been 
engaged in during the lockdown the full contents of a very 
recent email from Peter Taylor, Provincial Grand Secretary, to 
hall and group chairman is provided below: 
 
Dear Hall Chairman, 
First of all, please accept the thanks of the Province and particularly 
of Barry Jameson, for the 100% response from you all to the recent 
survey. 
Following a comprehensive analysis of the results of that survey, a 
number of Masonic halls have been contacted with regard to their 
immediate future. 
With the recent announcement from the government and the 
further easing of the lockdown, together with the announcement 
from UGLE via the First Rising communication, it’s absolutely 
essential that the opening of each of the halls is carried out in a 
safe and secure manner, to promote confidence amongst the 
members and thereby a return to our Freemasonry, as soon as we 
are able. 
In order for this to take place, attached are the current Provincial 
Guidelines for your perusal, which it is hoped will assist to bring 

about a reasonably smooth and trouble-free opening of your respective halls. These should be read and applied in the 
context of current government advice, which of course is subject to change. 
As you will note from the Guidelines, there is a mandatory Risk Assessment required, which amongst others, should be 
sent to the Province and your Insurance Company. 
Additionally, in order to assist you in making your halls a safe environment, the Provincial Grand Master has authorised 
the purchase and supply of one electronic, no-contact thermometer for each hall, for the checking of all attendees 
before entering the building. Furthermore, he has authorised the financing of PPE for all halls, the requirements of 
which will be determined on a case by case basis and in conjunction with the hall chairman. 
To summarise what has taken place and what is planned: 

 Provincial surveys for both Masonic halls and membership 
 WLFC COVID-19 loan offer 
 Guidelines, Masonic halls returning to business 
 No-contact thermometers (to be supplied by Province) 
 PPE (to be supplied by Province) 

If you require any assistance regarding the implementation of the Risk Assessment, please contact Barry Jameson in 
the first instance, or any of the three contacts listed in the Guidelines 
Peter Taylor 
Provincial Grand Secretary 
 
Email:    provsec@provinceofwestlancs.org 
Tel:         01772 623557 (Option 4) 
Web:     www.westlancsfreemasons.org 

Provincial Grand Lodge of West Lancashire 
6 Golden Hill Lane, Leyland, PR25 3NP 

 
 

 



 
 

It’s a long way from Sussex! : Roger Phillips 
My mother lodge is actually in Eastbourne, Sussex but I have been a regular 
visitor to Liverpool Charter Lodge No 7650 where my best friend Paul Sinclair is 
a PM.  There I met Peter Duggan who along with several others decided that a 
Centurians Lodge would be a great idea.  Thus, the Centurians of Merseyside 
Coronation Lodge 2923 (formerly The Coronation Lodge of Liverpool) came 
into being and one November evening I became a joining member.  For many 
members it is a ‘2nd lodge’ and we aim to attract serving and retired members 
of HM Armed Services and the Public Uniform Services.  However, we would 
be delighted to welcome anyone.  
Fast forward to February this year when I was honoured to be installed as WM 
and doubly honoured by the presence of our PrGM and his Provincial Team.  
Being my first time in the chair, needless to say I had a wonderful time.  It was 
made all the more special in that my best friend Paul Duggan installed me. 
Additionally, a minibus full of Sussex Masons, most from my mother lodge, 
came to support me. The advent of COVID-19, to some extent, took the shine 
off the day but it was an enjoyable and memorable evening.   
We were to meet in April for a double passing but alas the dreaded lockdown prevented us meeting.  I very much 
miss my regular trips to Liverpool and seeing brethren with whom I have so much in common.  I am sure I am not 
the only recently installed master to be so disappointed.  However, our institution will as ever survive.  Absolutely 
certain I will soon be able to use my senior railcard to bag a bargain for trip to Liverpool in the not too distant 
future. 
I like many other brethren am missing my Freemasonry.  It is not just the ritual and festive board (both so different 
from Sussex) but also the camaraderie of sharing a passion for the Craft but also sharing stories with like-minded 
serving and retired uniform types.   
I have been able to assist in some small way by checking in on brethren in Eastbourne to ensure their needs are met 
– especially our older members.  I have also been able to keep in contact with several brethren in Liverpool.  I have 
also tried to fill the void by joining a bowls club and seeing if I might become any good! 
My wife has been very much in the forefront as a nurse in the local hospital dealing with acute patients some of 
whom are testing COVID positive even now. It has been a difficult time for us all and I am sure there will be some 
changes to the way we do business in all aspects of our life.  I for one am looking forward to coming back to 
Liverpool and meeting those whom I have missed so much. 
 

The unbreakable fraternal bond : Stewart Cranage 
 

A teacher brought balloons to school and asked the children to 
blow them all up and then each write their names on their 
balloon. They then threw all the balloons into the hall while the 
teacher mixed them all up.  The teacher then gave the children 
10 minutes to find the balloon with their name on it. The 
children ran around, looking frantically, but as the time ran out 
nobody had found their own balloon.  Then the teacher told 
them to simply take the balloon closest to them and personally 
hand it to the person whose name was on it.  In less than one 
minute everyone had their own balloon. 

This is a good illustration of how Freemasonry works, especially in times of a pandemic.  Pick up the phone and call 
a brother, join that Masonic virtual meeting that you've been invited to, or simply reply to that friendly email 
enquiring about your welfare.  Our strength and usefulness in society lies in the fact that we are a highly unique 
fraternity and the reason we are strong and unique is because of our unbreakable fraternal bond! 

Brethren and companions, please keep your contributions coming via either Stewart Cranage, 
Provincial Grand Mentor: mentor@provinceofwestlancs.org or Paul Renton, DepGSupt: 

paul.renton21@btinternet.com 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Keeping in Touch : Geoffrey Porter, Chairman of the Wigan Group 
When we became a member of our fraternity, one of the things we learned was how to develop the art of 
communication in order to distinguish a brother at any time. In due time we developed in that bond of mutual 
friendship and support that should always exist amongst all brethren. An outstretched hand of greeting, instantly 
distinguishing us amongst brethren, and a warm fraternal greeting whenever we meet became the standard method 
of introduction. 
However, since the middle of March we have had to live through an unprecedented and highly dangerous scenario 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic and we have not been able to meet together. 
The major instruction from the Grand Master on 17th March 2020 that all lodge and chapter meetings within England 
and Wales were suspended with immediate effect for a period of four months was a serious blow, but absolutely 
necessary. Major events on our social calendar had to be cancelled at very short notice. We were instructed by the 
government to ‘Stay at Home, Keep Safe, Protect the NHS’. Social distancing, keeping two metres apart, was to be 
the norm.  
Even though we could not gather together it is pleasing to note that 
Freemasonry did not stop. It thus became obvious that, during our 
physical separation, it was more important than ever to keep in 
touch with our brethren and companions. We all have a duty of care 
to each other and it is important that no-one should feel isolated 
and left alone, totally separated from any human contact 
whatsoever. It is imperative that each and every one of us keeps in 
touch with our fellow brethren, particularly the more elderly and 
vulnerable members of our lodges and chapters living alone. With 
home visiting being ruled out, the telephone quickly became our 
main means of communication and the on-line Zoom meetings are 
now becoming quite a thing for keeping groups of members in 
contact with each other.  
For those in a busy household, please don’t underestimate the 
power of a telephone call, however brief that call might be. Your call 
can be a lifeline to the one receiving it. For them it is a link to the 
outside world and a comfort to know someone else has them in their 
thoughts. If you are fit and well please keep in contact with those 
who you know, especially those you suspect to be vulnerable. It is so 
important to keep in touch; especially during the difficult times. 
The COVID-19 government restrictions, introduced in mid-March, are beginning to be relaxed and the suspension 
notice will be lifted in mid-July. Meetings are now scheduled to resume in September, but I urge you all to take care, 
proceed with caution and think carefully about your actions towards others around you in the weeks and months to 
come.  
It will be good to meet with friends again and I am hoping we can all be together again soon, safe and well. In the 
meantime, do continue to keep in touch with each other, support each other and please, as always, be ever mindful 
of those less fortunate than yourself. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Province hold monthly ‘Zoom meetings - Keep in 
touch’ for all the enquirers and recently proposed 
members during the coronavirus outbreak. It is their 
opportunity to learn a bit more about Freemasonry and 
ask any questions they may have. If you have someone 
in your group who was due for being proposed or due 
for initiation which has been delayed due to the 
coronavirus outbreak, please let the Provincial 
Membership Officer or the Provincial Mentor know and 
they will extend an invite for them to join the call.  

Stewart Cranage, Provincial Grand Mentor: mentor@provinceofwestlancs.org 
Neil Ward, Provincial Membership Officer: neilward715@gmail.com 
 


